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English IV AP Lit.- Summer Reading Assignment-Ms Ana Sirabionian
The Plague by Albert Camus

On a separate piece of paper please answer all of these questions as well as you can. The length of your response is not as important as the quality of your response itself. This is due on the first day of school! You should read the novel thoroughly as you will have an in-class essay (based on The Plague) to write within the first week of school. 
1. Briefly discuss three ways people react to the closing of the town and the everyday problem of living in a quarantined city.
2. What is the weather like on the day Paneloux gives his first sermon?  Why is this detail significant?  How does the weather change after the sermon; again, what is the significance of this detail?
3. What are the essential points of Paneloux’s sermon?
4. Rieux recounts to Tarrou his (Rieux’s) reasons for becoming a doctor.  What are these reasons?
5. Tarrou approaches Rieux with a plan for combating the plague.  What does the plan involve?
6. In what season does the novel begin? In what month does it begin and the first deaths occur?
7. From what literary point of view is the novel told?
8. Who is the first victim of the plague?  Give his name and his job.
9. How much of his novel had Grand written by the end of The Plague?
10. Why did Tarrou so hate his father?
11. Why did Cottard attempt suicide?
12. In Father Panloux’s first sermon what reason does he give the Oranians for the plague?
13. When Rambert (the journalist) finally has a chance to escape the quarantine, what does he do and why?
14. Describe the macabre (bloody and grotesque) scene that takes place at the opera house during the performance of Orpheus.
15. Briefly identify the following:

a. Monsieur Othon

b. Jacques Othon

c. Joseph Grand

d. Monsier Michel

e. Dr. Castel

f. Rambert

g. Dr Richard

h. Cottard

i. Gonzales

j. Paneloux

k. Rieux

16. In what season does the novel end?  In what month does the official quarantine end?
17. Who is the narrator of the novel?
18. Where is Dr. Rieux’s wife during the novel?
19. Why is Cottard so afraid of the police?
20. What was Tarrou’s father’s profession?
21. What two forms (physical) does the plague take?
22. How long does the plague last?
23. In his second sermon, what is Father Paneloux’s explanation and reasoning of the causes of the plague? In what sense has he made his peace with the plague?  How does he come to terms with the horrible suffering he has seen around him?
24. Why is Cottard so pleased that the plague is raging in Oran?
25. In the narrator’s opinion, has the plague been totally conquered by the end of the novel?  Explain.
26. What do you remember about the man who spat on cats?
27. What do you remember about the man who counted peas?
28. What was the first reaction of the city officials when Rieux first mentioned the word “plague” in the midst of the council meeting?
29. What does Tarrous tell about his background in the conversation he has with Rieux on the roof-top terrace?
30. What happened to Cottard at the end of the novel?
31. What were the symptoms of the plague and the usual course of the disease?
32. Retell the tale of Grand’s marriage and why the marriage failed.
33. How do the townspeople react, in general, to Paneloux’s first sermon and what are the essential points.
34. How does Tarrou help Rieux organize the fight against the plague?
35. What business venture is Cottard busily engaged in during the quarantine and how does he help Rambert?
36. By the end of part II, Tarrou has convinced two more people to join in the efforts against the plague.  Who are these people and how did Tarrou convince them to join the community efforts?
37. What measures did the city take to curtail the spread of the plague?
38. Why doesn’t the narrator reveal their identity until the end of the novel?
39. Draw a timeline of events in the novel from the outbreak of the plague to the reopening of the city; include as many significant events in your timeline as you can remember.

