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English II Honors-Ms. Ana Sirabionian

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT: NIGHT by Elie Wiesel 
Character Analysis: In the spaces below please provide analyses for the following characters. Be sure to describe them along with their personality traits, explain what relation they are to Eliezer, as well as what theme (if any) they help convey in the novel.

1. Moshe the Beadle:

2. Dr. Mengele:

3. Rabbi Eliahou:

Quote Analysis: In the spaces provide please explain and analyze the following quotes. When were they said and why? What has just happened? How are these quotes significant in terms of the major themes in the novel?

1. “I stood petrified. What had happened to me? My father had just been struck, in front of me, and I had not even blinked. I had watched and kept silent. Only yesterday, I would have dug my nails into this criminals flesh. Had I changed that much? So fast? Remorse began to gnaw at me. All I could think was: I shall never forgive them for this.”

2. “We were not afraid. And yet, if a bomb had fallen on the blocks, it would have claimed hundreds of inmates’ lives. But we no longer feared death, in any event not this particular death. Every bomb that hit filled us with joy, gave us renewed confidence.”

3. “For God’s sake, where is God?”

And from within me, I heard a voice answer:

“Where He is? This is where –hanging here from this gallows…”

Questions:

1. After his foot surgery, Eliezer explains that he and his father should have remained at the hospital. They should not have gone to the next camp with the other inmates. Why did they choose to leave? What happened shortly after they left?

2. How does Eliezer feel after hi father’s death? Why?

3. Explain the final lines and final image of the novel:

4. The title of the novel, “Night” is symbolic. What is the significance of “night” in this novel?

